Road-Rail T) ansport
certain tin plate manufacturers in the district of Ystalyfera
which was served by a private siding connecting the North-
Western Railway Swansea which was further 12 miles
south of Ystalyfera was linked up with Liverpool by
the North-Western Both the tin plate manufacturers
shipped their products to Liverpool and while a rate of
12 shillings was quoted to the Ystalyfcra manufacturers
a lowei rate of 11 shillings and 4 pence was quoted for
the Swansea shipper despite the fact that the haul in
this case was longer by 12 miles The reason for this was
that Swansea being a sea port town, the North-Western
suffered from competition by coastal shipping concerns
and that they had therefore to quote a lower freight rate
if they were to nurse the traffic and to prevent, it from
taking to the water route Thus competitive conditions
were here responsible for the nullification of Section 27 (3)
of the Railway Act of 1921. The long and short haul
clause is- to be found in its perfection in American and
Canadian railway practice, and it is there that the reports
of the Inter-State Commerce Commission are brimful with
such cases Such, instances just serve to illustrate the
great truth that practice in this work-a-day world must
differ from precept
Summary In this and the preceding chapters the theory
and practice of railway rate making have been investigated
into- In the last one, the various principles on which rate
making is done were referred to and an analysis made of
railway costs There, it was seen how railway expenditure
is largely joint, and that it was highly difficult to find out
the actual costs of operation and to allocate them to
particular forms of traffic Thus, it was seen that the cost
of service principle was largely of theoretical importance
and that what could be actually measurable was the ' extra
cost' incurred in moving certain shipments " In the
absence of a better principle, recourse was had to this
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